
 
 

Table A2-1 Spelling of the Vowel Sounds** 1 of 3 Note: 

This is a partial list. Prof. Julius Nyikos found 1,768 spellings of 40 phonemes 

A-23 

  1 mAt 
  2 bAA 

  3 mA’Am 

  4 hAvE 

  5 lApsE 

  6 harAngUE 

  7 drACHm 

  8 AErial 
  9 diaphrAGm 

10 dAHlia 
11 plAId 

12 sALmon 
13 AUnt 

14 lAUghEd 
15 prAYer 

16 thErE 
17 bEAr 

18 thEIr 
19 chERt 

20 lIngerie 
21 merIngUE 

22 gUArantee 
23 gUImpE___        

E-30 
24 Any 

25 AtE 
26 AErial 

27 sAId 
28 sAYs 

29 bEd 
30 allEgE 

31 lEdgE 

32 chEqUE 
33 hEAd 

34 clEAnsE 
35 dEBt 

36 kEElson 
37 phlEGm 

38 EH 
39 thEIr 

40 forEHEAd 

41 lEOpard 
42 bellES lettres 

43 rendEZvous 

44 rHEtoric 
45 vanIlla 

46 frIEnd 
47 conscIEncE 

48 lIEUtenant 
49 fOEtid 

50 connOIsseur 
51 bUry 

52 gUEst 
53 gUEssEd ____         

I-41 
54 imAging 

55 imAgE 
56 cAEsura 

57 shillelAGH 
58 shillelAH 

59 mountAIn 
60 captAInEd 

61 yesterdAY 
62 prEtty 

63 collEgE 
64 hEAr 

65 bEEn 
66 forEHEAd 

67 forfEIt 
68 forEIGn 

69 pigEOn 
70 billET doux 

71 monEY 

72 rendEZvous 
73 exHIbit 

74 rHYthm 
75 bId 

76 gIvE 
77 bIsqUE 

78 marrIAges 
79 marrIAgE 

  80 vICtuals 

  81 carrIEd 
  82 sIEvE 

  83 chassIS 

  84 petIT 
  85 wOmen 

  86 chamOIS 
  87 misTREss 

  88 bUsy 
  89 minUtE 

  90 plagUEY 
  91 bUIlt 

  92 plagUY 
  93 mYth 

  94apocalYpsE__     
O-33 

  95 wAs 
  96bazAAr 

  97 mA’Am 
  98 ArE 

  99 bArqUE 
100 yACHt 

101 serAGlio 
102 shAH 

103 cALm 
104 pharAOnic 

105 faux pAS 
106 eclAT 

107 nAUtical 
108 becAUsE 

109 sErgeant 
110 hEArt 

111 burEAUcracy 

112 HAbitant 
113 HOnor 

114 lIngerie 
115 hOp 

116 gOnE 
117 cOnnEd 

118 catalOgUE 
119 demijOHn 

120 memOIr * 

121 repertOIrE * 
122 patOIS * 

123 lOUgh 

124 cOUghEd 
125 nOUGHt 

126 knOWledge 
127 gUArd_____ 

U-60 
128 About 

129nuisAncE 
130 shillelAGH 

131 verandAH 
132 captAIn 

133 captAInEd 
134 blANC mange 

135 restAUrant 
136 becAUsE 

137 hEr 
138 wErE 

139 ocEAn 
140 hEArsE 

141 burEAUcrat 
142 mullEIn 

143 lunchEOn 
144 gorgEOUs 

145 connoissEUr 
146 gingHAm 

147 HErb 
148 veHIcle 

149 HUmble 
150 fIrst 

151 engInE 

152 IrOn * 
153 specIAl 

154 collegIAtE 
155 allegIAncE 

156 mischIEvous 
157 patIEncE 

158 fashIOn 
159 conscIOUs 
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160 peopLE * 

161 criticisM * 

162 sOn 

163 sOmE 
164 OnE * 

165 tOngUE 

166 cupbOArd 

167 dOEs 

168 avOIrdupois 

169 porpOIsE 
170 cOLOnel * 

171 blOOd 

172 tOUgh 

173 tOUchEd 

174 thorOUGHly 

175 cOULd 
176 pillOWcase 

177 bUd 

178 pleasUrE 

179 jUdgE 

180 brUsqUE 

181 piqUAnt 
182 lacqUEr 

183 liqUEUr 

184 bUHr 

185 liqUOr 

186 boatsWAIn 

187 martYr_____ 
AU-24 

188 bAll 

189 fAlsE 

190 hurrAH 

191 tALk 

192 extrAOrdinary 
193 hAUl 

194 becAUsE 

195 cAUGHt 

196 sAW 

197 AWE 

198 exHAUst 
199 HOrs d’oeuvre 

200 sOft 

201 gOnE 

202 tOrqUE 

203 brOAd 
204 memOIr * 

205 turquOIsE 

206 sOLder 

207 cOUgh 

208 fOUGHt 

209 tOWArd 
210 sqUAll 

211 sWOrd_____ 

OI-12 

212 lAWyer 

213 OIl 

214 nOIsE 
215 pOIGnant 

216 cOIGnE 

217 bOY 

218 gargOYlE 

219emplOYEd 

220 qUOIn 
221 turqUOIsE 

222 bUOY 

223 bUOYEd___ 

OO-13 

224 plEUrisy 

225 silHOUette 
226 wOlf 

227 gOOd 

228 pOOH 

229 wORsted 

230 bOUIllon 

231 caoutchOUC 
232 cOULd 

233 pUll 

234 sUrE 

235 brUsqUE 

236 tissUE______ 

OU-13 
237 cAOUchouc 

238 sauerkrAUt 

239 gIAOUr 

240 HOUr 

241 lOUd 
242 hOUsE 

243 renOUncE 

244 dOUBt 

245 bOUGH 

246 plOUGHEd 

247 nOW 
248 brOWsE 

249 allOWEd___ 

AE-42 

250 fAding 

251 fAdE 

252 plAgUing 
253 plAgUE 

254 mAEstrom 

255 chanpAGnE 

256 dAHlia 

257 mAIn 

258 rAIsE 
259 arrAIGn 

260 strAIGHt 

261 hALFpenny 

262 gAOl 

263 gAOlEd 

264 gAUging 
265 gAUgE 

266 dAY 

267 plAYEd 

268 mAYOr 

269 mElee 

270 thErE 
271 E’Er 

272 stEAk 

273 matinEE 

274 thEGn 

275 EH 

276 vEIn 
277 sEInE 

278 rEIGn 

279 rEIGnEd 

280 grEIGE 

281 slEIGH 
282 wEIGHEd 

283 dossiER 

284 berET 

285 prEY 

286 EYrE 

287 convEYEd 
288 EYOt 

289 HEIr 

290 lingerIE 

291 bouqUET_ 

EE-30 

292 AEon 
293 mE 

294 thEsE 

295 E’En 

296 EAsy 

297 lEAvE 

298 lEAgUE 
299 bEEp 

300 chEEsE 

301 vEHicle 

302 EIther 

303 recEIvE 

304 recEIPt 
305 pEOple 

306 demESnE 

307 kEY 

308 kEYEd 

309 diarrHEa 

310 skI 
311 marInE 

312 antIqUE 

313 grIEf 

314 belIEvE 

315 debrIS 

316 esprIT 
317 amOEba 
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318 qUAY 
319 sqUEAk 
320 mosqUIto 
321 trustY______ 
IE-37 
322 mAEstro 
323 assegAI 
324 AIslE 
325 bAYou 
326 AYE 
327 hEIst 
328 hEIGHt 
329 gEYser 
330 EYE 
331 rHIno 
332 rHInEstone 
333 rHYolite 
334 rHYme 
335 kInd 
336 fInE 
337 shIItake 
338 IrOn * 
339 oblIqUE 
340 dIAmond 
341 indICt 
342 pIE 
343 sIGn 
344 sIGnEd 
345 hIGH 
346 sIGHEd 

347 ISland 
348 lISlE 
349 chOIr * 
350 cOYote 
351 gUIding 
352 gUIdE 
353 bUY 
354 gUYEd 
355 bY 
356 tYpE 
357 dYE_______ 
OE-36 
358 pharAOH 
359 chAUffeur 
360 mAUvE 
361 hAUTboy 
362 fAUX pas 
363 platEAU 
364 yEOman 
365 sEW 
366 sEWEd 
367 gHOst 
368 mustachIO 
369 nO 
370 mOrE 
371 O’Er 
372 rOgUE 
373 cOAl 
374 cOArsE 
375 bOATswain 

376 dOE 
377 imbrOGlio 
378 colOGnE 
379 OH 
380 yOLk 
381 dOOr 
382 apropOS 
383 depOT 
384 sOUl 
385 cOUrsE 
386 thOUGH 
387 knOW 
388 tOWArd 
389 OWE 
390 qUAhog 
391 qUOth 
392 qUOtE 
393 sWOrd 
UE-40_________ 
394 cAOUtchouc 
395 lEEward 
396 manEUver 
397 dEUcE 
398 crEW 
399 brEWEd 
400 rHEUmatic 
401 rHUbarb 
402 lIEU 
403 jIUjitsu 
404 dO 

405 mOvE 
406 shOE 
407 manOEUvre 
408 tOO 
409 lOOsE 
410 wOOEd 
411 pOOH 
412 sOUp 
413 rOUtE 
414 dOUchEd 
415 denOUEment 
416 thrOUGH 
417 brOUGHAm 
418 cOUP 
419 rendezvOUS 
420 rendezvOUSEd 
421 ragOUT 
422 billet dOUX 
423 flU 
424 rUlE 
425 blUE 
426 impUGn * 
427 bUHl 
428 frUIt 
429 crUIsE 
430 bUOy 
431 tWO 
432 WhO 
433 WhOsE 
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B-7 
434 Bad 

435 ruBBer 
436 eBBEd 

437 roBE 
438 BHang 

439 cuPBoard 
440 hauTBoy 

D-8 
441 BDellium 

442 Dim 
443 aDD 

444 faDE 
445 DHow 

446 seemED 
447 wouLD 

448 meZzo ____          

F-11 

449 Fan 
450 saFE 

451 oFF 
452 stuFFEd 

453 oFTen 
454 lauGH 

455 haLF 

456 telePHone 

457 saPPHire 
458 lieUtenant 

459 Veldt______              
G-9 

460 eCzema 
461 Get 
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462 eGG 

463 beGGEd 

464 GHost 

465 GUide 

466 plaGUE 

467 eXam * 
468 eXHibit *___ 

H-4 

469 Had 

470 Jai alai 

471 WHo 

472 WHich *___ 
J-14 

473 spinaCH 

474 eDucation 

475 granDEur 

476 juDGment 

477 briDGE 
478 solDIer 

479 aDJust 

480 Gem 

481 saGE 

482 gorGEOus 

483 exaGGerate 
484 reGIon 

485 Jam 

486 haJJi______ 

K-26 

487 Can 

488 aCCount 
489 saCCHarine 

490 CHaos 

491 aCHE 

492 piCK 

493 loCKEd 

494 laCQUer 
495 aCQUire * 

496 bisCUit 

497 louGH 

498 Kin 

499 baKE 

500 KHaki 

501 chuKKa 

502 faLCon 

503 taLK 

504 Quit 

505 QUay 
506 antiQUE 

507 foRECAstle 

508 viSCount 

509 eXcept 

510 neXt * 

511 eXHibit * 
512 noXIous____ 

L-16 

513 victuAL 

514 victuALLer 

515 musCLE * 

516 intaGLio 
517 buHL 

518 Lad 

519 miLE 

520 peopLE * 

521 siLHouette 

522 aLL 
523 traveLLEd 

524 kiLN 

525 iSLand 

526 aiSLE 

527 nesTLE * 

528 knoWLedge 
M-11 

529 draCHM 

530 phleGM 

531 caLM 

532 Man 

533 criticisM * 
534 coMB 

535 hoME 

536 MHo 

537 duMMy 

538 slaMMEd 

539 hyMN_____ 

N-20 

540 stuDDINGsail 

541 opENing 

542 siGN 

543 viGNette * 
544 KNot 

545 MNemonic 

546 coMPtroller 

547 Nut 

548 maNana * 

549 haNDsome 
550 doNE 

551 ipecacuaNHa 

552 diNNer 

553 plaNNEd 

554 habitaNT 

555 guNWale 
556 reasONing 

557 PNeumatic 

558 demeSNE 

559 knoWN____ 

P-7 

560 hiccouGH 
561 haLFPenny 

562 Pan 

563 roPE 

564 shePHerd 

565 suPPer 

566 flaPPEd____ 
R-15 

567 quandARy 

568 coLOnel 

569 Ran 

570 puRE 

571 they’RE 
572 centRE * 

573 RHyme 

574 RHEumatism 

575 coRPS 

576 meRRy 

577 refeRREd 

578 diaRRHea 

579 hoRS d’oeuvre 

580 moRTgage 

581 Write______ 

S-26 
582 City 

583 miCE 

584 PSalm 

585 woRSted 

586 Sad 

587 SCene 
588 coaleSCE 

589 SCHism 

590 mouSE 

591 diSHonest 

592 raSPberry 

593 leSS 
594 kiSSEd 

595 liSTen 

596 iSTHmus 

597 miSTRess 

598 SWord 

599 TSar 
600 boaTSWain 

601 walTZ 

602 Xi 

603 neXt * 

604 eXHibition * 

605 pretZel 
606 scherZo 

607 piZZicato *_ 

T-16 

608 deBT 

609 yaCHT 

610 indiCT 
611 hopED 

612 velDT 

613 askED 

614 niGHT 

615 PHTHisic 
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616 receiPT 
617 Tan  
618 faTE 
619 THyme 
620 buTTon 
621 TWo 
622 scherZo * 
623 piZZicato *_ 
V-9 
624 oF 
625 haLVE 
626 nePHew 
627 Van 
628 haVE 
629 we’VE 
630 saVVy 
631 Wedeln 
632 rendeZvous_ 
W-11 
633 mariJUana 
634 chOir 
635 OnE * 
636 memOIr * 
637 repertOIrE * 
638 patOIS * 
639 bivOUac 
640 persUade 
641 Win 
642 WHelk 

643 WHale *___  
Y-9 
644 azalEa 
645 courtEOus 
646 viGNette * 
647 unIon 
648 halleluJah 
649 bouilLon 
650 tortiLLa 
651 maNana * 
652 Yes 
Z-22 
653 sacrifiCE 
654 CZar 
655 scorES 
656 iS 
657 diSCern 
658 raiSE 
659 diSHonor 
660 buSIness 
661 raSPberry 
662 sciSSors 
663 aSTHma 
664 cloTHES 
665 TSar 
666 TZar 
667 belloWS 
668 Xylophone 
669 eXam * 
670 eXHibit * 
671 Zoo 
672 raZE 
673 buZZ 
674 whiZZEd 

CH-10 
675 Cello 
676 CHin 
677 niCHE 
678 riGHTeous 
679 tenSIon 
680 naTure 
681 maTCH 
682 maTCHEd 
683 posTHumous 
684 quesTIon___  
NG-7 
685 haNDkerchief 
686 siNG 
687 wiNGEd 
688 giNGHam 
689 mah joNGG 
690 haraNGUE 
691 iNK *______ 
SH-22 
692 oCeanic 
693 oCEan 
694 maCHine 
695 mustaCHE 
696 marCHIoness 
697 muCHSIa 
698 speCIal 
699 PSHaw 
700 Sure 
701 faSCism 
702 SCHist 
703 conSCience 
704 nauSEous 
705 SHed 
 

706 penSIon 
707 SKi 
708 iSSue 
709 miSSIon 
710 negoTiate 
711 naTIon 
712 luXury * 
713 noXIous *__ 
“soft” TH- 7 
714 CHTHonic 
715 trouGH 
716 drouGHT 
717 eightH 
718 PHTHonic 
719 THin 
720 bliTHE____ 
“Hard” TH- 4 
721 eisteDDfod 
722 eDH 
723 THen 
724 baTHE_____ 
ZH-12 
725 rouGing 
726 garaGE 
727 loGGis 
728 Jardiniere 
729 meaSure 
730 occaSIon 
731 fiSSIon 
732 equaTIon 
733 luXurious * 
734 aZure 
735 muZHik 
736 braZIer 
 

The numbers beside the phonemes at the head of the columns is the number 
of different graphemes used to spell that phoneme. 

  * The capitalized letters make another sound  in addition to the phoneme 
at the head of the column. 

** Tables A2-1 and A2-2 do not include capitalized words and words not in 
a standard desk dictionary.  An unabridged dictionary would undoubtedly 

contain others. 

 


